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AUT’HO'R:TY

The Fiortda Department of Correctlons OfF ice of the Inspector Genera! by desrgnatlon of the Secretary
and § 944.31, Florida Statutes, is authorized to conduct any criminal investigation that occurs on property
_owned or leased by the department or involves matters over wh;ch the department has jurisdiction.

The testlmony references mcluded in-this report are summaﬂons of oral or written statements prov;ded to
inspectors. _Statements contained herein do not necessarily represent complete or certified transcribed
- testimony, except as noted. Unless specifically indicated otherwise, all ‘interviews with w:tnesses

o complamants and subjects were audlo or video recorded.

oo mrs'm_en‘d;;oey o

The mveshgatlon reviewed the denvatlons of the a!Iegatson advanced by the compfalnant The scope of :
this investigation does not seek 1o specifically address tor(s), but violations of criminal statutes. The
criterion used o evaluate each confentlon or allegatlon was ilrmted to the fo!fcw;ng standard of analysis:

1 D:d the sub}eci s actlon or behawor wolate Fiorada ¢riminal statutes’?

S ANALYSIS
" The standard and analysis in this 'i"n\'r'é's't'igétioﬁ is predicated with the burden of proving ‘any violation of
law, established’ ‘by probable cause.” The evidence considered for analysis is confined to the facts and

-allegations . stated or reasonably implied. The actions or behavior of the subject are presumed to be
jawfuland i in compllance with- the apphcable F!ortda iaw unless probable causé indicatés the contrary

V..
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: Ds"r-‘lm'"rlons

o Closed by Arrest -
_ The reported cnmmaE ffense for which’ probable cause ex;sts that an identified subject committed the '
offense and one for whnch arrest or formal prosecutlon is imttated

o Except:onat!y Cleared ' - - _

©The reported criminal offense for wh!ch probable cause exrsts that an |den'£lf ed subject commlﬁed the
offense, but one for which an arrest or formal charge is  not initiated. Or in the case of a death
investigation when no evidence exist that the death was the result of a crime or neglect.

Ope n [nactive

- The reported ‘criminal offense for whlch a crammal mvestlgation commenced but where evidence is
'msuff‘ c:ent to close as unfounded, closed by arrest, or exceptionally cleared.

Unfounded _ :
The reported criminal offense is not supported by ev:dence or facts obtamed

V.
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-'P.REDIICATE' :

_At approxlmateiy 5 15AM ‘on December 5, 2012 Oft”cers Robert Dyches and Tyier Freeman were
serving the morning meal in 0~ Dormitory at Union Correctional Institution (UC/).  When the officer's
' reached cell 0-31228, which housed lhmate: Eddie- Thomas (DC#060108), they found him in his bed
: e I Inmate Thomas was pronounced deceased at

The mcudent was reported to the- tnsoector Generats Ofﬁce on December 5 2012 and asmgned to
Senior Inspector Dorothy Minta for mvestlgatlon of the' Inmate's Death,

v -s’u'ltri'MAR\? 'oi='. _m\iés"'_t IGATNE_'FiN_D’INGs

'_ .Based on the exhlblts w:tnesses testlmony, _subject off:cers statements and the record ‘as a whole
Zpresented or avazlable to the pnmary rns pector ‘the followmg fi ndmgs of facts were determined:

in h:s mcudent r'eport dated Dec'ember 5 2012' Sergeant Rushawn Johnson réported that at
approxametety 5 15AM Otﬁcer Rabert Dyches reported to him that Inmate Eddie Thomas, housed in ceall
3-122, ' Sergeant Johnson notified Lieutenant William ‘Clay:and then instructed the
" inmate orderlies 10 ctear ‘wing 3, then retrieved the secunty shield as a precaution. - Sergeant Johnson
- made several attempts to ‘get a response from: Inmate Thomas, to'no- avalt The cell door was then

breache _ N

i hls mcu:tent report dated’ December 5, '2012,_Off“ cer. Robert Dyches reported at approxsmately 5: 'tSAM o

- he-and Officer Tyler Freeman were servmg the morning . ‘meéal on Wing 3 in O-Dormitory, - When Officer

- L;eutenant Wsit:am C

Dyches- approached cell 3-122. which’ ‘housed Inmate - Eddie Thomas he- tapped ‘on the ‘door- and
-announced it was chow time: Anmate Thomas did not: respond Officer Dyches tapped on the door and -
called inmate Thomas' name several times and ‘still .did not- recerve a-response.  Officer Dyches

_ 'lmmedlatety notaﬁed Sergeant Rushawn Thomas that tnmate Thomas L

ported m the Shlﬂ Sup r_\ﬁsor s comment sectnon after Enmate Thomas failed to-
. _respond an merency cell breach was conducted where Inmate Thomas’ appeared fo be deceased, .
- : i pronounced inmate Thomas dlseased at 5:45AM.

A review -of the t’ xed wmg wdeo was conducted begmnmg at: 19 59 59 (7: 59 59PM) December 4, 2012' _
_untit:08:00:00 (8 OOAM} December 5, 2012. The review revealed that at 21:05:25 (12:04-12), Inmate -
. Thomas was ‘handcuffed: and escorted from h:s cell for showers. - inmate Thomas returned to his cell at
21:22:34."No-one entered Inmate Thomas’ cell while he was showeong and no one entered his cell after-
~ he retirned until - 05:26 '(12 05~12) Securlty staff - was .observed servmg “the  morning meal and -

| . knocking on 1) cell door. ' Security staff was also observed mak:ng the:r routme rounds
-_ev'ery _’nutes throughout the nlght i .
Photographs taken 15, 2012 of mate Thomas and h:s ce|t revealed Inmate Thomas was
lying on his right side;. _ be cell appeared normal.” An examrnatlon

“of tnmate Thomas
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On D‘:_:'emberS 2012, ;nm_= '

' 'On March 18, 2013, the final autopsy'repart on the death of Ininate Edd:e Thomas was- recened from the'
Cffi ice’ of the Medlcaf Exammera : '.The report was compieted by Dr Wzlham Hama!ton Medscal Examlner

* Dr. Hamilton listed the probable cause of death @
VI CHARGES - |
List alleged violations of Florida Law:

1ONA

Vil T'_cb‘NcwsndN S

'Based on the mformatxon gafhered dur:ng this mvesttgatton it is the recommendatlon of Senior lnspector
Dorothy Minta’ the mvestlgatron be termed as follows:

. ‘L .Close‘d _--Exceptxonal!y C!ea_red . |
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