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] rison Rape Elimination Ac A) Number (if applicable)
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[ ]~ Department of Corrections presented to State Attorney [} Declined [1  Accepted
(] Use of Force (UOF} Number (if applicable)

(]  Complaint of Discrimination

] Addendum

{XI ~ Wing Video Camera(s) Present in the Area of Incident [X] YES [nNo

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS:

On July 22, 2009 at 5:06 P.M. while conducting a security check of cell T4114, Disciplinary Confinement,
Correctional Officer Samantha Straughter discovered Inmate Bernadette Gregory DC# G05707 in front hand
restraints hanging from the top bunk in her assigned cell. Inmate Gregory had a white cloth ligature tied around
her neck and to the top of her bunk.

SUMMARY OF DISPOSITION/JUSTIFICATION FOR DOWNGRADE/EXONERATION:

District Five Medical Examiner, Barbara Wolf, MD,, ruled that Inmate Bernadette Gregory’s cause of death
was-nd her manner of death was suicide. The death of Inmate Gregory was not a result of a criminal
act.

It was noted during a preliminary review of the fixed wing video to gain a perspective of the incident that
Sergeant Kimberly Brooks applied handcuffs to Inmate Gregory and then left her unattended in her cell. As a
result, a separate investigation was initiated (IG Case # 69-32913).

There was nothing reviewed on the fixed wing video to indicate any improper conduct concerning the reaction
to, reporting of, or processing of Inmate Gregory’s death by staff.
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Name Title / DC # 1 D.O.B. Employee ID #
Complainant: | Southerland, Kim (Chris) | Warden - T 2oiss
Victim: None
Witness(es): Brooks, Kimberly CO Sergeant 47024
Straughter, Samantha Correctional Officer 39653
Williams, Shaquita Correctional Officer 50511
Hall, Eric | CO Lieutenant 8598
Enscoe, Debbie Correctional Officer 27884
- Tyson, Lakeisha CO Sergeant 36527
n | 8680
- Unkniown
43487

Subject: Gregory, Bemadette Inmate / DC# G05707 _| 02/28/67
Arrest: || Employee [ JInmate [ ]Other [ ] Guilty [} Addendum Pending
Charges: [_] Not Guilty
_ [ ] Nolo Contendere
[} Felony ["] Misdemeanor : ClpTL
Date of Arrest: - ~ [] Other {explanation):
' Date Reported
Sentence of Court / Agreement:
Administrative Violation(s): None
Evidence: [ | Weapon [Tl Drugs ] Other Describe:

Other Agency Case Number: 5™ District Medical Examiner #2009-0636
FINDINGS:

In an Incident Report written July 22, 2009 Correctional Officer Sergeant Kimberly Brooks indicated the
following:

That she was assigned to T Dormitory as the Housing Sergeant for Quad 3 and 4. At approximately
4:20 P.M. Inmate Bernadette Grego Inmate Gregory was
placed in hand restraints and Officer Straughter was notified of her Upon
exmng Quad 4 T Dorrmto were advised of th however, they advised to

S B T Dormitory Control Room Officer Fischer was contacted and told to contact
v RS EE advise them that Inmate Grego At approximately
5: 07 P.M. Ofﬁccr Straughter called on the radio and asked her to come to Quad 4. She asked Officer
Straughter over the radio if everything was okay and Officer Straughter did not respond.
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Sergeant Brooks indicated that she secured an inmate in the holding cell she had beeri escorting and ran
to Quad 4 where she saw Inmate Gregory’s assigned cell door open. Officer Enscoe and &

_ te Gregory. Additional #security staff were responding and
7 , Officer Fisher was instructed to calf 911. (Exhibit A-1)

In an Incident Report written July 22, 2009 Coneétional Officer Samantha Straughter indicated the following:

On July 22, 2009 at approximately 4:55 P.M., while assigned to T Dormitory Quad 4 and delivering
laundry to cell T4113 she glanced into cell T4114 and observed Inmate Bemadette Gregory DC#
G05707 sitting on her bed. She then proceeded to go around Quad 4 to several other cells. At 5:05 P.M.
she (Straughter) went to cell T4114 SNGGEGNGNNEP <" she observed Inmate Gregory
sitting on her locker with what appeared to be a sheet around her neck. Officer Shaquita Williams
assisted in opening Inmate Gregory’s cell door and additional assistance was requested.”

Officer Straughter indicated that she called Inmate Gregory’s name several times but she received no
response. At this time Lieutenant Hall entered the cell. Officer Straughter noted that she could not
recall her actions after this point. (Exhibit A-2)

In an Incident Report written July 22, 2009 Correctional Officer Shaquita' Williams indicated the following:

On July 22, 2009 at approximately 5:05 P.M. while assigned to Quad 3 and leaving the Quad Officer
Straughter approached her to hurry and help her roll cell T4114. Upon entering the cell she observed
Inmate Bernadette Gregory on her knees at the foot of her bunk. Upon further inspection she saw a
thick cloth wrapped around Inmate Gregory’s neck. She immediately left to get Lieutenant Hall and
obtain a ligature cutter but forgetting which cell Inmate Gregory was in she had to go back with
Lieutenant Hall and Officer Enscoe to show them the correct cell. Upon returning to get the ligature
cutter someone had already obtained them. After returning back to cell T4114 she heard someone yell
to get the Officer Williams stated she had no other involvement in the

incident. (Exhibit A-3) .

In an Incident Report written July 22, 2009 Correctional Officer Lieutenant Eric Hall he indicated the
following:

That on July 22, 2009 he was assigned as the Shift Lieutenant for Annex Third Shift. At approximately
5:07 P.M. he responded to Quad 4 T Dormitory after a call for assistance. Upon arriving at the cell door
T4114 the door was breached and Officer Samantha Straughter was inside. Inmate Bernadette Gregory
who lives and was assigned to that cell had a piece of fabric around her neck. The fabric was tied
around the bunk post at the top end of the bed. Immediately an unknown staff member was told to
retrieve the ligature cutters from T Dormitory Control Room and he began lifting Inmate Gregory in an
attempt to relieve the pressure from the ligature around Gregory’s neck.
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Officer Debbie Enscoe arrived and assisted him (Hall) with Hf‘cing Inmate Gregory. Lieutenant Hall
indicated he was able to untie the ligature from the bed post and from the neck of Inmate Gregory.
Wlth the assistance of Ofﬁcer Enscoe Inmate Gregory was placed on the cell floor face up. At 5:08

as Inmate Gregory was being placed on the cell floor. B

xhibit A-d)

 n an Incident Report written July 22, 2009 Correctional Officer Debbie Enscoe indicated the following:

That on July 22, 2009 she responded to T Dormitory Quad 4, Cell 4114 after a call for assistance over
the radio. At approximately 5:07 P.M. she entered cell T4114 which housed Inmate Bernadette Gregory
and saw Lieutenant Hall trying to remove a sheet that was tied around Inmate Gregory’s neck. Inmate
Enscoe indicated that she imrmediately lifted Inmate Gregory body so Lieutenant Hall could remove the
sheet. The sheet was removed and Inmate Gregory was placed on the cell floor. Officer Enscoe
tnchcated she immediatel -

nscoe removed the hand restraints from inmate Gregory and e_xite hercell. (ii
In an Incident Report written July 22, 2009 Correctmnal Officer Sergeant Lakeisha Tyson indicated the
following:

That on July 22, 2009 at approximately 5:05 P.M. she responded to T Dormitory Quad 4, after a call for
assistance over the radio. Upon her arrival she heard Lieutenant Hall yell from cell T4114 that he
needed a ligature cutter. Returning back to cell T4114 with the ligature cutter Inmate Gregory was
already lyzng on the cell floor and OfﬁcerEnscoe and §

In Incident Reports written July 22, 2009 by —

they indicated the following:

That on Juiy 22, 20098 [ /a5 nceded in T Dormitory. Upon their arrival Inmate

On July 22, 2009, Inmate Bernadette Gregory DC# GGS’?O?MHI T Dormitory
Confinement at Lowell Correctional Institution Annex. During a preliminary review of the fixed wing video to
gain a perspective of the incident, it was observed that Sergeant Kimberly Brooks applied handcuffs to Inmate
Gregory and then left her unattended in her cell, therefore a separate investigation was initiated (G Case # 09-
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32913). No staff or inmates were observed entering or exiting cell T41 14 prior to Inmate Gregory emergency.
There was nothing reviewed on the fixed wing video to indicate any improper conduct concerning the reaction
to, reporting of, or processing of Inmate Gregory’s death by staff. (Exhibit B-1)

On July 22, 2009 Ray Williams, Senior Forensic Investigator, 5* District Medical Examiner and this writer,
Inspector Tammy Gourley photographed Cell T4114 which housed Inmate Gregory. Neither inmate Gregory
nor her body was present when the photographs were taken. There was no ligature found attached to the bunk
bed or the ladder. A white cotton inmate pajama blouse was found at the head of the left corner the bottom
bunk bed. The pajama top blouse is consistent with the type of cloth or sheet material described by security
staff tied around Inmate Gregory neck and used as the ligature when she was discovered. The pajama top
blouse had one double knot tied at the 1 el and button seam of the blouse. .

e The pajama blouse was
wrinkled and appeared to have been twisted tight at one time although when found and photographed by
investigators was lying loosely at the head of the lower bunk bed. Inmate Gregory foot locker was pushed
against the head of the bunk bed ladder and against the wall. The top bunk bed ladder and rail was not bent or
broken. Medical supplies were strewn about the cell. (Exhibit B-2)

During the course of this_investigation a suicide type note was found in the pocket of the dress Inmate
Gregory’s was wearing *I he note indicated a happy birthay (homemade) type card or letter to
her husband stating “I love Babu.” The writing indicated two heaxts beat for forever. Inmate Gregory further

indicated she hoped her husband found peace d doesn’t know if her husband will want
to wait for her. Gregory wrote “she will set him free.” (Exhibit A-10)

cory’s cell and property on 7/24/09 resulted in the discovery of what
hidden in Inmate Gregory’s Bible. On Monda

appeared to be
9

ibit A-11, 12)

Institutional Disciplinary Records indicate that Inmate Bernadette Gregory had received four Diéciplinary
Reports between May 2009 and June 2009 for Disrespect to Officials, Lying to Staff, and two for Disorderly
Conduct. Inmate Gregory was serving Disciplinary Confinement time for the infractions although she had filed
an appeal with the assistance of inmate law clerks and was awaiting final disposition to have the discipline
overturned.

S LR gon occasion that Inmate Gregory failed to cooperate and
partuﬂpate X ' ' B NEIET pand had pI'OblC—n’_lS
getting along with the staff and inmates.
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On July 23, 2009 Senior Inspector Conan Davidson and Inspector Tammy Gourley attended the autopsy of
Inmate Bernadette Gregory and requested the Medical Examiner check for any trauma to Inmate Gregory’s
body The Medical Examiner jndicated the only evidence

S _ ) | Th1s evidence
Was also observed by both Inspectors Davidson and Gourley. Inmate Bernadette Gregory’s cause of death was

: M and her manner of death was Suicide. It should be further noted that the internal and external
exammation of Inmate Gregory by the Medical Examiner revealed no evidence
which might be consistent with a prior physical abuse allegation (I'G Case # 09-32857).

Medical Examiner, Barbara Wolf, M.D., Fifth Judicial District, Case 2009-0636, Autopsy 07/23/09, Date of
Death 7/22/09 indicated that Inmate Bernadette Gregory’s Autopsy Findings were as follows:

OV L B L N

Inmate Gregory’s Cause of Death was —and her Manner of Death was Suicide. ~ (Exhibit A-13)

Inspector 10/05/09 _ Date
Acting Prison Inspector Supervisor /47 /. 4 Date
L.ead Inspector Supervisor ; Zﬂ / }’/ 02 Date
IG/Deputy IG Date
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Case Number: (9-32807

EXHIBIT/ATTACHMENTS SECTION

A. EXHIBIT(s) - attached:

Incident Report Sergeant Brooks
Incident Report Officer Straughter
Incident Report Officer Williams
Incident Report Lieutenant Hall
Incident Report Officer Enscoe
Incident Report Officer Tyson
Incident Report (i R

CR-CRN R PR RN

B. EXHIBIT(s) - not attached:
1. Fixed Wing video
2. Photographs
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